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Grant Allows USD Law School to Help New Lawyers in Indigent Defense

The University of San Diego School of Law received a gift of $36,000 from
(

Community Defenders, Inc. to encourage recent law graduates to enter the field of
indigent criminal defense by assisting them in repaying their student loans.
Laura Berend, a clinical professor at the University of San Diego School of
Law, explains, "Students interested in indigent criminal defense work are often
prevented from pursuing that interest because of the amount of student loans they must
repay. The Community Defenders, Inc. gift will lighten the burden for students
committed to indigent defense work by absorbing part of their loan payments. This
assistance has been available to doctors who perform public interest work for a period
of time and is long overdue for lawyers who fill a very real public need in staffing
government public defender's offices, private non-profit indigent defense services, or
specific projects relating to the indigent accused."
The Community Defenders Inc. gift doubles the funding of the USD Loan
Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP). The LRAP program started in 1992, and is
funded through student, alumni and faculty contributions and matching funds from

((

USD. The program works on a loan deferral basis and after a graduate works a certain
amount of time in public interest law, the program begins to forgive the payments.
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Community Defenders Inc., was established before San Diego had a public
defender's office. When CDI dissolved, the remaining funds were earmarked
specifically for indigent criminal defense work. The CDI Board of Trustees chose the
USD loan repayment assistance program as an ideal way to continue the CDI legacy.
The CDI Board of Trustees includes Alberto Arevalo, as well as USD law alumni Jim
Spievak '72, and Alex Landon '71. CDI previously granted $200,000 to USD for the
purpose of providing low-cost programming for the criminal defense bar and a USD
Law graduation award.
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